
EPA Section 104(e) Information Request Questions- South Park Landfill 

1. Respondent Information- South Park Landfill 

a. Joe Hicker 
King County Facilities Management Division, DES 
500 Fourth Avenue, Room 320 
Seattle, Washington 981 04 

b. Same as above. 

c. Not applicable. 

d. See attached. 

2. Activities & Conditions 

a. Documents/information regarding ownership or interest in property. 

A general summary/history of property ownership/interest is provided in the 
table requested in question 1 d. Available sales documents, deeds, leases, 
easements, etc. are provided and are listed on the Response Index. 

b. Documents/information concerning condition of property at beginning of 
Relevant Time Period. 

Available aerial and site photos dating back to the early 1930's are provided 
and listed on the Response Index. These are the earliest known records of 
sanitary landfi/ling in the area. 

c. Documents/information concerning subsequent development of property. 

Development of the landfill area is depicted in the aerial photographs 
provided. In summary, landfilling occurred during periods between the 1930s 
through the mid-1960s. Auto-wrecking activities occurred in the northwest 
portion of the area in the 1950s and 1960s, followed by development into a 
business park in the 1960's and early 1970s. The City of Seattle South 
Transfer Station was constructed in the northeast area in the mid-1960s. The 
southern area has remained largely undeveloped after landfilling was 
completed, other than minor clearing needed for leasing for vehicle and 
equipment storage. 

d. Source, volume, and content of any fill material placed on property prior to 
and during the Relevant Time Period. 
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Fill material placed in the landfill has consisted of refuse, garbage, and fill soil. 
The volume of materials placed is unknown. A 1999 geotechnical report 
suggests refuse thicknesses ranging 8 to 20 feet. Assuming. an average 
thickness of 14 feet over a 40 acre area suggests a fill volume in the range of 
900,000 cubic yards. 

e. Detailed description of activities carried out on property during Relevant 
Time Period. 

Disposal of garbage and refuse. Material was known to have been burned at 
the site during periods up to 1961. 

f. Hazardous substances or wastes used, generated, stored, or disposed of 
during the Relevant Time Period. 

Unknown. Annual reports from the Seattle Engineering Department indicate 
the facility (called the Kenyon St. Fire Dump) was used by wholesalers, 
jobbers, manufacturers, processors, and operators of shipyards and airplane 
factories during the Second World War. Historic photos indicate a variety of 
materials were placed at the site. 

g. Types of oil, fluids, used for lubrication of machinery or other industrial 
purposes, other chemicals or products containing hazardous substances 
which are or were used for facility operations. 

Unknown. Onsite grading equipment likely used such fluids, as could have 
vehicles and equipment stored under lease in the post-landfilling era. 

h. Documents pertaining to sale, transfer, delivery, storage, and disposal of 
any hazardous substances, scrap materials, and/or recyclable materials. 

See Document KCFMD-25, Seattle Engineering Department Annual Reports 
1943-1949. 

i. Permits related to hazardous wastes, underground injection, air emissions, 
and water discharges, including discharges to surface waters, storm drains, 
and sanitary sewers. 

None known. 

j. Information on equipment which contains, or potentially contained 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 

None known. 
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k. Documentation of all past and present Underground and Above-ground 
Storage Tanks ((USTs and ASTs). 

None known. 

I. Documents and information regarding environmental conditions related to 
soil, sediment, water (ground and surface), air quality, including: 

i. Any spill, leak, release, or discharge of waste, useful product, hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant at, from, or near the property to the 
Lower Duwamish Waterway. 

None known. 

ii. Occurances of violations, citations, deficiencies, and/or accidents 
occurring at the property. 

None known. 

iii. Remediation or removal of contaminated soils, sediments, or other 
media from, at, near the property, or from the adjacent area of the Lower 
Duwamish Waterway. 

Seattle Public Utilities removed cement kiln dust and contaminated soil from 
the site of their new transfer station on an adjacent property to the north side 
of Kenyon Street in 201012011. 

iv. Investigations, inspections, sampling, and reports generated by 
Respondent and/or others regarding the property and surrounding area. 

See documents KCFMD-26 through -39. King County initiated studies of the 
former landfill in the late 1990's in support of an effort to market their 
remaining 19 acre parcel. Studies of soil, groundwater, landfill gas, and 
surface water were completed. Additional studies have been completed since 
as part of a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study being performed under 
an Agreed Order with the Washington State Department of Ecology. 

m. Description and documentation of events leading to and the outcome of all 
enforcement actions, litigation, and settlements regarding environmental 
conditions at the property. 

In October 2006, The Department of Ecology issued determination of 
Potentially Liability status letters for the South Park Landfill to King County, 
City of Seattle, and South Park Property Development LLC. In May 2009, 
Agreed Order No. 6706 to perform a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 
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(RifFS) in accordance with WAC 173-340 became effective. King County is 
not a signa tor to the Agreed Order at this time but is a participant in the. 
development of the RifFS. 

n. Description of property drainage and storm water flow and/or conveyance 
which occurred during the Relevant time period. 

Surface water and storm water has historically flowed to an open ditch 
located along the west side of the landfill. From the open ditch, surface water 
flows into a 30-cu/vert located beneath Kenyon Business Park, then into a 36" 
diameter pipe that carries water north under Kenyon Street and northwesterly 
under SR 509 and into a wetland area. From the wetland, water continues to 
flow north and through a culvert under West Marginal Way SW, then through 
a large channel under the 181 Avenue South Bridge and eventually to the 
Duwamish River. 

o. Copies of storm water or drainage studies prepared for the property and 
data from any sampling and infiltration and inflow studies conducted at the 
property. 

See South Park Custodial Landfill Surface Water Evaluation prepared by RW 
Beck, September 1999. Also see RemediallnvestigationfFeasibility Study
South Park Landfill Site prepared by Farallon Consultants November 2010. 

3. Activities and Conditions- Additional Area of Interest 

a. Documents and information regard in~ the environmental condition.s within 
the area of South 961

h Street between 4 h Avenue South and Des Momes 
Memorial Drive South. 

None known. 

4. Information about Others 

a. Business Relationships. 

King County held in tax title and or owned portions of the South Park Landfill 
site from the 1920's through the middle 1960s when refuse was disposed. 
King County leased portions of the South Park Landfill to the City of Seattle 
for refuse disposalfor 1958 to 1968. From 1968 to 19 78, King County leased 
portions of the South Park Landfill to facilitate operation of the City's South 
Transfer Station and for placement of clean earthen material. During the 
middle 1980s through 1997, King County leased a portion of the South Park 
Landfill to a variety of tenants, primarily for vehicle and equipment storage. 

b. Names and Addresses of tenants, lessees, operators. 
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See documents listed in items KCFMD-4 through FMD-20 of Reference 
Index. 

5. Compliance with this request 

a. Sources reviewed or consulted: 

i. Name and current job title: 

Ann Holmes, Engineer IV, King County Solid Waste Division 

Bob Thompson, Lease Supervisor, King County Facilities Management 
Division 

William Blakney, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, King County 
Prosecuting Attorneys Office 

David St, John, Government Relations Administrator, Directors Office, King 
County Department of Natural Resources 

ii. Location where documents reviewed are being kept: 

King County Facilities Management Division 
500 Fourth A venue, Room 0800. 
Seattle, Washington 98104 
Attn: Joe Hicker 
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EPA Section 104(e) Response- Table 1d. South Park Landfill Properties 
Parcel3224049005 Parcel3224049007 Parcel7328400005 

Dates of Interest/Activity 1927-1957 1929-1951 1922-1951 
Property Description, Held in Tax Title 1927-1957. Held in tax title 1929-1951. Held in tax title 1922 - 1951. 
Primary Activities Purchased from tax title 1957. Sold to City 1951. Sold to City 1951. 

Leased to City 1958 - 1978. 
Leased portions to variety of 
tenants (primarily equipment & 
container storage) 1978 -
1996. Sold to South Park 
Property Development 2005. . 

Approximate River Mile 2.5 West 2.5West 2.5 West 
Environmental Cleanup/Actions Yes- RifFS in progress under Yes- RifFS in progress under Yes- RifFS in progress under 

DOE Agreed Order. DOE Agreed Order. DOE Agreed Order. 
Remaining Environmental Yes- Contaminated soil, Yes - Contaminated soil, Yes- Contaminated soil, 
Concerns groundwater, landfill gas. groundwater, landfill gas. groundwater, landfill gas. 
Used/generated/stored/disposed Property was used by City of Property was used by City of Property was used by City of 
of any hazardous substances Seattle for refuse disposal from Seattle for refuse disposal from Seattle for refuse disposal from 

early 1940's throuQh 1966. early 1940's through 1966. early 1940's through 1966. 




